





NN 


-0 
IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 1002 


International Court of Justice 











Ball EN 


Lesser 


29 June 1946 

A La aa 
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZ ATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 

29 June 1946 
COMMISSIONER: 


Captain Joseph Tubridy. 


THE S.S. 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1140 HOURS. ) 
LUDWIG GRAUERT, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Q What is your full name? 
A Ludwig Grauert, 
Q Will you raise your right hand and repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothing, 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
THE COMMISSIONER: You may be seated, 
DR. PELCKMANN: The witness has been called to testify on the following: 
1), Did the Allgemeine or Regular SS have any criminal tendencies, especially 
between the years 1933 and 1936; 2), What organizational connection was there 
between the SS, the Gestapo and the SD; 3), Is it possible that the SS might be 
accused of crimes carried out by the SD and the Gestapo; 4), What was the 
relation between the Regular SS and the Waffen-SS; 5), Did the higher leaders 
of the Regular SS have any knowledge of criminal actions during the war? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr, Pelckmann, before we start, is there going to 
be any real essential difference between what has been shown by the Prosecution 


and what you intend to show in connection with the relationship between the Ss | 
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the SD and the Gestapo? 

DR. PELCKMANN: I want to prove that the Allgemeine or Regular SS 
did not lave any connection with the SD and Gestapo such as is maintained by 
the Prosecution. I want to prove that at least as far as the time is con- 
cerned when the vütness was active. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q Witness, what was your position in the Prussian Ministry of the Interior, 
when did you receive it and how did you receive it? 

A After Hitler had formed the Government there was a constant friction 
between the various guard organizations and the various parties, especially 
between the SA and SS on one hand and on the other hand the Rodtfront and the 
Reichsbanner. The reason for this was the forbidding or prohibiting of the SA 
and also, in 1934, the voting thereafter. In the first half of February 1933 
I was given a job of bringing about law and order again and was given a position 
as Chief of Police in the Prussian Ministry of the Interior and also giximx 
given the rank of Ministerial Director. 

Q Was the SS and SA prohibited in the Weimar Republic and how long? 

A The SA and SS were prohibited in April 1932, upon the order of the 
Reichswehr Minister (Minister of the Army.) This order left a very strong 
friction with the SS and SA. I was in Berlin at that time and I could see 
that even in Berlin in the government circles there were different opinions 
concerning this order. On the one hand they called them political martyrs 
and on the other hand, since the NSDAP itself was not prohibited, it was 


regarded as useless. It was rescinded in June of 1932 by von Papen's Cabinet. 
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DR. KEMPNER: I object to this line of questioning, We already 
have the story ten times in the records of the Tribunal and this Commission 
that the SA was prohibited and all these things, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Pelckmann, could we eliminate testimony on 
ground which has been covered before? 

DR. PELCKMANN: I will not continue this subject further, However, 
it was necessary in order to answer some of my later questions. I will now 
£o over to more concrete evidence, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: It is in the Record. I think we can assume that 
everyone knows it is in the Record and we can continue on that basis, 

DR. PELCKMANN: I only want to point out that this witness saw it 
from another point of view, a point which has been accepted in discussions 
among the Commission that this kind of evidence therefore was not irrelevant 
and cumulative, 

BY DR, PELCKMANN: 

Q Were any criminal actions by the SA and possibly sim by the SS during 
the year 1933 until June 1934 the result of criminal goals of the organization 
and upon the orders of their superiors. 

A No. 

Q What were the reasons according to the experience you had at that time? 

A The SA believed that friction which had been caused, as I already 
stated, before Hitler's rise to power, the SA considered it possible that they 
now could equal their political score. Such was the opinion of the SA as T 
found out in discussions at that time with SA Gruppenfuehrer Graf Heldorf, 
But probably the biggest reason was the extensive mistrust against the Police 


in Berlin and in all of Prussia. I don't want to give my opinion as to whether 
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this mistrust was right or not but I had to account with that fact in any 
case, In addition to that, right after Hitler's rise to power there was 
the great enlargement of the membership of the SA and SS. At that time a 
great number of people were taken into the S^ and into the SS without 
having their political backgrounds checked and without any further examin- 
ation. They were to a large extent unemployed and lowermembers of the 
Communist and Socialist Parties, who in this way hid themselves within the 
ranks of the SA, I know two special cases at that time, The Soviet Star 
was found under the uniforms of several SA members in Bremen... 

CAPTATN TUBRIDY: I think we can eliminate these minor details. 

DR. PELCKMANN: Witness, please continue without these details. 

A Therefore, in conversation at that time with the Chief of Staff 
Roehm, we were not interested in how to educate the SA to criminals but 
rather how to bring these men who had been torn internally between two 
cliques towards the State again. 

Q Did you at that time, in connection with Roehm who also at that time 
was Chief of the SS, bring about any measures against any kind of unauthorized 
actions and unauthorized arrests? 

A It was my duty to remove the mistrust against the Prussian Police as 
fast as possible. I could have relieved quite a number of policemenf of 
their duty but I did not do this. I attempted to find a different solution 
together with Chief of Staff Roehm. First T handed out a decree that SA 
and SS could be used as auxiliary police. They had to wear white armbands; 
they were used daily and could only operate under the command of a regular 
police officer, Secondly, I placed in posts of Police President those SA 


and SS men whom I considered the right men for this mm job and thirdly, I |. 
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created the so-called Field Gendarmerie,which was under the command of a former 
police officer and later SA Standartenfuehrer Fritsch, which consisted of 

SA and SS officers. I want to give the value of these measures now that I look 
back upon them, through some examples. I did not use the awdliary police any 
more after a short time. The SA and SS Gruppenfuehrer carried out their 

duties as police officers exceedingly well for the most pert during that time. 
Where they did not carry out their duties successfully they were removed, with 
the approval of Roehm, not only from their posts as police officers but also 
from their posts as SA and SS officers. I remember the case of the SS Ober- 
fuehrer and police president Engel and also the case of SA Brigadefuehrer Veller 
who was police president in Elberfeldt. Especially successful was the Field 
Gendarmerie. In cooperation with then we cleared the SA Bunker in Hedemanstrasse 
in Berlin - a bunker in which persons illegally xx arrested were being held and 
mistreated. I remember one further special case in the area of Koblenz in the 
small town of Maien., In that town members of political opposition were 

x£ arrested and held by the SA or the SS, I do not know which of the two 
organizationse Together with the Chief State Attorney in Berlin I had 50 

Field Gendarmerie brought in fast motor vehicles to this illegal camp, closed 

it down and had the men that ran it sent to Cologne for trial and punishment. 

In addition to that the Gestapo was formed under the direction of the 

Ministry of the Interior. 

Q You forgot to tell us in what capacity you did this - that in the 
meantime you had received another position and had become a Leader in the SS 
also. 

A On the 14th of April 1933, a few days before the Minister Goering was 


made Prime Minister of Prussia, I was made State Secretary of Prussia. Since f 
] 


/ 


— 








COM. A. 


Er. 0 0 


29 June 
Grauert 


I was completely unknown in political circles and to the population, in 
order that T would become a better known figure in the circles of the SA and 
SS, Chief of Staff Roehm offered me the rank of an Oberfuehrer in the SS 
even though I was not a member of the Party, 

2 Would you please tell us also whether you are a professional civil 
service employee, that is a permanent civil service employee, and whether 
you are a trained lawyer. 

A Yes, I am completely trained in law practices. I was State Attorney 
inthe Prussia Justice Administration and then went into the Ministry and 
was appointed Ministerial Director. 

Q Did Himmler at that time, as one of the leaders of the SS, do any 
building up of the political police? 

A At that time Himmler, like all the other SA and SS Gruppenfuehrers 
became president of the police in Munich and he created there political 
police which he then turned over to Heydrich. I do not know what his rank 
was at that time. He became political commandeur in Bavaria and in 1933 
he became political commandeur in all other states, with the exception of 
Prussia. 

Q When the Gestapo was organized in 1933 was this office at that time 
or later on manned largely by SA and SS members? 

DR. KEMPNER: Isn't that form of questioning a little too leading? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I don't ike a particularly harmful. 
You may continue Dr. Pelckmann. 


DR, PELCKMAN: I can ask this question differently. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: No, it is all right. Please continue. 








COM. A. 


ae TRITT 


Grauert 


A At that time when the Gestapo was organized in Prussia, (the only 
Gestapo office I can give any information about,) the Gestapo was not, 
like the Order Police, manned to a large extent with members of the SS or 
SS in administrative and executive positions. At that time the Chief was 
Oberregierungsrat and later on Ministerialrat Daluege, whom I had already met 
in the Ministry. The administrative personnel came from the Prussian ad- 
ministration and the executive personnel from the Prussian General Police. 

I believe that there was a wrong impression given to the outside, due to the 
fact that in order to aid the unemployment within the SA and SS, members of 
the SA and SS were taken into lower jobs in the Gestapo, just as they were 
taken into all other administrative or official posts. 

^? Was the reason for this usage of personnel the fact that now the 
work of the SA and SS had ceased? 

A T already stated that it was the terrific unemployment within that 
was the main reason for the hiring of these persons in order to aid them or 
in order to relieve the huge unemployment. That was the opinion of both 
Roehm and the government circles and that is why, whenever any of the lower 
posts became vacant, that we saw to it that mmmax members of the SA or SS 
received these positions. 

Q What did you, as SS Leader and State Secretary in the Prussian Ministry/ 
of the Interior, hear about the occurrences on the 30th of June 1934? Did you 
believe that it was murder or did you believe that in order to execute 
criminal elements the State had acted very subtly and decisively? 

A On the morning of the 30th of June I came to my office without having 
known anything about the occurrences or the preparations, At that time my 


Police Chief Daluege told me that Roehm had planned a putsch and that 
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Hitler, as Chief of the Party and also as President of the State, had put 
himself in charge of throwing down or of preventing this putsch and that 
Goering was in charge of the Berlin Area at that time. He also told me that 
the SA Gruppenfuehrers Heines, Ernst and von Heidebreck had been executed 
after a regular court martial proceeding according to Party Martial Taw 
Decrees. I immediately went to Goering to receive more details. Goering 
verified the report of Daluege and he also told me that Roehm and other SA 
Gruppenfuehrers had been executed. He also told me that General Schleicher 
and his wife had been shot due to resisting arrest. It was an act of high 
treason and evidently Roehm and other SA Gruppenfuehrers had conspired to 
overthrow Hitler and to create a Peoples! Army. I was at the beginning very 
surprised concerning this explanation since I had so successfully worked to- 
gether with Roehm in 1933 and the beginning of 1934. However I became 
thoughtful when I remembered some chance remarks, for instance like that of 
Gruppenfuehrer Ernst concerning the fact that the SA would have to be in 
charge of the highest military positions. I also had not had any close 
relations with Roehm in the last few months since he had become Reichsminister 
without portfolio and for liaison SA Gruppenfuehrer von Detten was active - 
a man whom I knew personally very well from my home. Goering told me to 
return to the Ministry of the Interior and await further orders there just 
in case that it would be necessary to use the Order Police, In the after- 
noon at 2:00 o'clock he called me, telling me that the putsch had been 
prevented and that law and order had been returned. I was informed in detail 
that evening by my section chief... 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: May I ask, Dr. Pelckmann, how you intend to have 


this testimony prove non criminal acts of the SS? boctioammemockx It seems (/ 
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he is giving a personal history in connection with this past history of the SA 
and while it is very interesting I don't see where it is really helping us here. 
DR. PZLCKM^ANN: One of the main points of the Prosecution against the 
SS is the shooting of the Roehm Putsch members on the 30th of June and the 
following days. In the speech of the 19th of December the Prosecution stated 
quite generally that after 1933 it was the duty of the SS to prevent and to ex- 
terminate any interior enemies. I want to point out through this witness that 
even in such a very high state position he believes that it was a regular act 
of the State and its executives and that of the SS. I want also to state, as 
far as the actual execution was concerned, a witness has bcen approved by 
the commission and he will be called in the next few days. But this witness 
is explaining the happenings from a different point of view - that is, what 
did the high governmental and SS officials know about the criminality or non- 
criminality of these occurrences, 

LT. HARRIS: The Indictment charges the leaders of the Nazi State 
with conspiring to commit crimes and whether murders were carried out at the 
direction of the officials of the State who are under indictment here or by 
other persons is wholly immaterial. It certainly is admitted that Goering 
and Hitler directed that these murders be committed and that the killings were 
planned murders. It seems to me the only question is whether the SS is an 


organization that participated in the carrying out of the murders. 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Pelckmann, let us not g the 
record with these disagreements. In the first place we might eliminate the 
personal details that he gives in connection with these various things that 


occurred at that time. Couldn't you have him direct his testimony more to 


disproving what has been charged by the Prosecution rather than this more ~ 
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or less historical narrative testimony we have been getting? 

DR. PELCKMANN: No, I cannot. It is not possible for me to limit 
the witness's testimony, %% what he is going to say, to that extent because 
it is especially through these statements of the witness, which are not 
statements by or for the main criminals who have been proved to have been 
behind these murders, but he is making this testimony for the Organization 
which is supposed to have carried them out. Under the word "murder" we 
understand a willful killing against the law andI want to prove that even 
in the Ministry there was no indication that these murders were against the 
law but rather within and according to law, With that testimony I want 
to prove that the large masses of the SS did not know the background and 
the real reasons behind these murders and therefore could not know that 
they were actually murders and against the law 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: All right. We will continue to let the witness 
testify. 

BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Q Witness, you stated that you had received the order to remain in the 
Ministry of the Interior to await further orders. Please continue. 

A I also stated that my Ministerial Director and Chief of my Police 
came to me that same evening and he told me that the Regular-SS had been 
mobilized in all of Prussia in military barracks, where those were available 
and also in police barracks but without any weapons and without having gone 
into action. The executions, according to him, were carried out by the 
Leibstandarte both in Berlin and in Munich, The next day the truth leaked 
out that more persons had been shot than I had heard of. Various government 


presidents told me the next day that various state attornies had started 
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proceedings against unknown murderers. On the 3rd of July that famous decree 
was issued according to which some of the shootings which were carried out 
outside of the so-called State necessity or State Vartial Law at that time 
were explained and justified. I don't remember the exact wording of that decree 
so I can give only my general impression. I remember at the time that this 
order was issued Hitler made a speech in which he declared that the crimes 
which had been committed under the cover of this action would be punished by 
the regular courts. I knew that the Minister of Justice was concerning him- 
self with this action and also that due to the fact that two very close co- 
workers of the Reichs Chancellor von Papen had been shot at that time I 
supposed that he tco would see that this was carried out; I, as a person who 
did not have any direct jurisdiction concerning this case, did not concern 
myself any more. 

Q Do you also remember that Hitler stated about the same time, I believe 
it was in the same speech, that the revolution was now finished? 

A T do not remember kak or know about that but I do know that due to 
the fact that the three SA Gruppenfuehrers who had caused me the most trouble 
within Prussia, that is Heines, Ernst and von Heidebreck, 
that I was very glad that they were not among the living any more. 

^ Do you know mx or would you say whether or not the duties of the SA 
and SS now left the revolution matters and turned its attention to other 
matters? 

A After the 30th of June the Chief President (Ober-President) under my 
administration in Hanover, Lutze, was made Chief of Staff of the SA. @ At 
the same time the SS was taken out from the SA and put under the command of 


Himmler and the motor squads of the SA were put on an equal basis with the SS | 
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under the Leader Huehnlein and became known as the NSKK., I was very sorry 
at the time because T had known Lutze and his work for a long time and I 
thought that he would have been able to take care of these organizations 
himself to the best interest of the Reich. The reason for the dissolution 
of this one unit into three smaller ones was, in my opinion, the fact that 
Hitler wanted to remove the power of the once /powerful SA from one leadership. 
Ye wanted to divide its power as he did later on, again and again. 
Q Witness, please make it shorter and tell me what now were the goals 

and duties of the organizations of the party, especially of the SS and SA. 

LT. HARRIS: Just a minute. I am going to object that this witness 
is rather inclined to take a long time in his answers, I don't think we are 
concerned here with the goals and objectives of all the sections of the 
Party. We are concerned with the SS. 

DR. PELCKMANN: I meant, of course, the SA and SS and of course 
also said that by saying especially of the SS and SA. 

CAPTAIN TUBRTDY: Hasn't this been covered before, Dr. Pelckmann? 

DR. PELCKMANN: No, I don't think so. 

CAPTAIN TUBRTDY: I believe a day and a half were spent on the 
goals and activities by Dr. Koessl, when we first began these proceedings. 

DR. PELCKMANN: Not as far as the Allgemeine or Regular-SS was 
concerned. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will. you make it brief, please? 
BY DR, PELCKMANN: 

A It was the duty then of the SS to solve the duties given the Racial 

and Settlement Sections of the government, that is, to bring about a solution 


to the settlement cuestion by a re-settlement of population from the city XB | 
/ rA 
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to the country and to solve the racial question by creating a racial Exams | | 
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corps that was supposed to take care of this settlement. For that reason 
peasant 
there was close cooperation between the SS and the mgxmxtkixm leaders for 
peasant 
which reason some mxwmxiickmx leaders were made honorary SS members and 
some farming experts were given the posts of porters among the SS units. 

Q What other reason did you have at that time not to consider the SS 
a criminal organization but just an elite of all occupations which just 
could not be a criminal organization? 

A Himmler at that time named a large number of men from industry, 
science, government and medical circles as honorary SS Leaders without re- 
garding their political activity or membership st the present, only consider- 
ing their occupational activity. The main differences at that time between 
him and the leaders of the other organizations was that he considered the 
social standing of these people very important and also that he created 
a sort of honor system which was very close to the old honor system concern- 


ing for instance dueling and so on. 


KEMPNER: I am going to object that this is completely irrelevant 














that because someb is of high social standing he may not bé "iuda, These 


are only implications. don't know how you can prove that somebody who 

could use swords, or somebody of high social standards, is not a criminal. 
CAPTAIN BUBRIDY: Dr. elekmann, Hór many questions do you still 

have for this witness? 
DR. PELCKMANN: About four more questions, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY:, fow much more tim& will you require? 

DR, PELCKMANN: About forty-five minute 


CAPTAIN yt E! wonder if you cannot cut\that time down a bit 


Lew La zs 


in view of the okentneas.of time. I wish you would give aNlittle thought to _ 
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seeing if we cannot eliminate sane of the testimony of the witness, = it 


really doesH*t have a great deal of weight - so that we-edn get on to the 


DR, PELCKMANN: ee of the last two answers the 


witness was a little too explicit but-etherwise it was necessary for him to 
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other witnesses ne 
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say all that he did, a 


cC 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: That's the point exactly, T think you have summed 


it oe ie will adjourn now, 


(The Commission adjourned until 1 July 1946 at 100% hours.) 
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(Tib COMMISSION CONVENED LT 1140 HOURS. ) 

UD..IG GRAUERT, a witness, took tho stand and tostifiod as follows: 
DY THE COLGIISSIONEU: 

Q what is your full name? 

A = Luiwi; Grouort, 
Q Will you raise your right hand and ropoct this oath ator nog 

I swear by God, tho Almighty and Omiscicnt, that I will sponk tho puro 
truth aud will withhold and add nothin, 

(Tho witness repented tho onthe) 

TE COLLISSIONER: You may bo sostod, 

Dite VELCKMIN: Tho witness has boon called to testify on tho following: 
1), Did tho Allzoncino or itopular SS have any criminal tondonoio Sə OSpociall,; 
eetwoon tho yoars 1933 and 19363 2), hat organizational connection was 
there botwoon tho 88, tho Gestapo and the SD: 3), Is it pnossiblo that tho SS 
might bo accused of crimes carricd out zy tho SD and th Gestapo; 4), ihat 
wes tho rolation betwoon tho iopular SS and tho Waffen SS3 5), Did tho hishor 
lcacors of the iecular SS havo any Xnowlodzo of criminal actions aurins 
the war? 

CASTPAIN TUDRIDYs Dre Pelem am, before wo start, is thoro roing to be 
omy real essential differonce botuoon wiat has been shom Dy thevroseccution 
and what you intend to show in connection with the relati onship 5otwoon tho 
8S, tho SD anc tho Gestapo? 

DR. PELCKMANN: L want to provo that the Allgemeine or Rogular 38 
41d not have any connection with the SD and Gestapo such as is matkhtainod 
by tho Prosocubions I want to pr vo that at least as far as tho timo is 
concerned mhon tho witness was activo, 


CAPTAIN TUDAIDY: Vory well, 
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DIRECT EX.HINATION 


1 Witness, what was your position in the Prussian Ministry of the 

Interior, when did you receive it and how did you reccive it? 
ż . 

A after Mitlor had formed tho Government thoro was a constant friction 
5otwoon tho various guard organizations and tho various partios, especially 
between the SA and 88 on one hand and on the other hand the Rodtfront 
the Roichsbanner, Tho reason for this was the forbidding or prohibiting 
of the SA and also, in 1934, tho voting thereafter. In tho first half of 
Fooruary 1933 I was given a job of bringing about law anc ordor again and wai 
ivon a position as Chiof of Police in the Prussian Ministry of tho Interior 
and also given tho rank of Ministerial Liroctor e 

Q Was the £5 and SA prohibited in tho ./oàmar Republic and how long? 

A The SA and SS were prohibited in April 1932, upon the order of tho 
Reichswehr Minister (Minister ofthe Armye) This order left a very strong 


friction with the SS and SA. I was in Borlin At that time and I cald soo 
that even in Berlin in the govornuont circles there were different opinions 


concerning this order, On tho one hand theycalled them political martyrs 


anc on the other hand,since the NWS8Div itself was not prohibited, it 


ropoardod as usoloss, It was rescinded in Juno of 1932 by von Papon!s 
Cabinote 


Die KELPNER; I object to this line of questioning. ;//o already have 
the story ton times in the records of tho tribunal and this Commission 
that the SA was prohibited and all thoso things, 

CArTAIN TUDRIDY: Dre Pelclsannnyg could wo clininate testimony on round 
whic: has been covered boforo? 

Dite PELCKiANN: I will not continuo this subject further,  Ilowovor, 
it wes nocessary in order to answor some of ny later questionse Iwill now 

over to more concreto evidences 
CAPTAIN TUDRIDY: It is in the Record, I think wo con assume thot 


everyone knows it is in the Record and we can continuo on thet basis 


Di, PELCKMAZNs I only want to point out that this witness saw it from 


another point of view, a point which has becn accepto? ia discussions an 
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tho Commission that this kind of ovidonco therefore was not irrelevant and 
cunulativos 
DY Du, PULCKMANN : 


1 


Q Vere any criminal actions Ly the SA and possibly by the $3 during 


the yoar 1933 until Juno 1954 tho result of criminal goals of the 


orcanization and upon the orders of their superiorse 
A Ho $9 


| What were tho roasons according to the exporionco you had at that time! 
A The SA believed that friction which had been caused, as I alroady 
stated, before llitler's riso to power, thoSA considered it possivle that tho; 
now could equal their political scorce such was the opinion of the SA 

as l found out in discussions at that time with S4 Gruppenfuchrer Grof 
Holdorf, But probably the biggest ronson was tho extensive mistrust against 
the Police in Derlin ond in all of Prussia, Ido,'t wont to give ny 
opinion as to whether this mistrust was right or not but I ha! to account 
wich that fact in my case, In addition to that, richt after NHitlor'!s 
riso to power thoro was the great enlargement of the mombership of the SA 
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and oSe at that timo a great number cf poople wore taken into tho SA 
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and into the SS without having their political backgrounds checked ond 
1m" ed V. ad m ad 2 2" A e e Th 
Wienhout any further cxaminatione  hoyvoro to a large extent unommloyod and 


lower mombers of tho Communist and Socialist "ortios, who in this way hid 


thomselves within the ranks of tho S/ I know two s^ociol ca 
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ince; ithe Soviet Star was found under tho unfforms of several Si members 


in Dromeneecec 


ít p -— ^T . B . ^ , 
CACTAIH TUBRIDY: I think wo cen climinate these minor dotailse 
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Une LULCNUIN: .(itness, please continuo without these Cotailse 

A th . . * . " - 

4i therefore, in conversation ot that timo with tho Chiof of Staff 
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tochm, wo were not interested in how to educate tho SA to criminals but 
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rather how to pring these men who had beon torn internally between to cliques 


owards the Stato arain, 
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: Did you st that time, in connection with Rochm who also at that 


5. 


time was Chiof of tho SS, bring aout any measures against any kind of 


unauthorized actions and unauthorized arrests? 
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A It was my duty to remove tho mistrust against tho Prussian rolice 
as fast as possible, I could have relieved quito a number of policemen 
of their duty but I did not do this, I attempted to find a difforont 
solution togethor with Chief of Staff Roohme First I handed out adecree 
that SA and SS could bo used as auxiliary polices They had to woar white 
armbanis; they wero used daily and could only operate under tho command 
of a rogular police officers Secondly, I placed in posts of Police Prosident 
those Så and SS men whom I considered tho right mon for this job and thirdly, 
I created the so-called Fiold Gendarmoric, which was under tho command 
of «former police officer and lator Si Standartefuchrer lritsch, which 
consisted of SA and SS officers, I want to give the value of thoso moasures 
now that I look back upon them, through some cxamplese I did not use tho 
auxiliary polico any more after a short timo. Theo SA and SS Grupponfuchrer 
carricd out thoir cutios as police officers oxccodingly well for tho most 
part during that timo, hero thoy did not carry out their dutics success- 
fully they were romoved, with the aporoval of Roohm, not only from thoir 
posts as police officors but also from their posts as SA and SS officors, I 
ronoibor the caso c^ tho SS Oberfuphror ond police president Engel and also 
the case of: SA brigadefuchrer Vollor who was police president in Elborfeldt, 


Especially succossful wes the Field Gonidarmorio, In cooperation with them 


we cleared the S4 Bunker in Hedomanstrassc in Borlin - a bunker in which 


Je 


ally erresto were 5oin:; held and mistreated, I ronou»or one 
further special caso in the area of Koblenz in tho small town of laione 
In thet town members of political opposition woro arrostod anc?holó by tho 
Si or the S8, I do not know which of tho two organizations.  Togothor with 
tho Chief State Attornoy in 2orlin I had 50 Ficld Gondarnorio brought in 
ast motor vehicles to this illegol camp, closod it down and had tho mon 
chat ran it sent to Cologne for trial ond punishment. In addition to that 
the Gestapo was formed under the diroction of the Linistry of tho Interior, 
‘You forgot to toll us in vhat capacity you did this - that in tho 
metimo You had rocoivod another position and had become a Leader in tho 
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es On the lath of April 1933, a fow days before the Minister Goering 
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was maco Primo inisto* of Prussia, I was made Stato Secrotary of Prussia, 
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Since I was conplotoly unkriotm in political circles and t tho population, in 


~ 
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orcor that I would become a botter known figure in the circles of the SA and 
895 Chicf of Staff Roehm offered mno the rank of an Oborfuchror in tho S 
oven though I was not a member of the Party, 

;,  .Oould you ploaso tell us also whether you are a professional civil 
sorvico cmployoc, that is a pormanont civil service cmployoo, od whother 
you aro a troinod leoewyor, 

4 Yes, I om conplotoly trained in law practices. I was State Attorney 
in tho Prussia Justice Administration and thon wont into tho iünistry and 
was Appoluted linistorial Directors 

Q Did Himmlor at that tine, as ono of tho loadors of tho SS » co any 
building up of the political polico? 

à At that time Himmler, like all the other SA and SS Gruppentuchrers 
became president of the police in Ihmich and he created thoro polisical police 
which ho then turned over to Hoydrich, I do not know what his rank vas at 
that timo, Ho became political com ondour in Bavaria and in 1923 he became 
political commandeur in all other states, with the oxcoption of Vrussine 

Q When the cstapo was orsanized in 1933 was this offico at thet tino 
or lator on manned largely by SA and SS mombors? 

Dite KEMPHEN: Isn't that form of questioning a little to loacing? 

CLSTAIN TUSRIDY: I don't think its particularly harmful, 
fou may continuo, Dre volclanames 
tie LDLOKiZUs I can ask this questio n diffcrontly, 

CLLTAIN TUSRIDY: No, it is all richte Please continuc, 

A At that tino whon tho Gestapo was orconizod in Prussia, (tho only 
Gostapo offico I con Give my information abouts) tho Cos sapo was not, like 
tho Order Polico, manned to a large extent with members of tho SA or sS 
in administrativo and oxecutivd positions, At that timo tho Chief Was 


CY. 
Merrer jlorungsrat and Inter on Liinisterialrat Daluer co, whom I had alroa «iy mot 


in tho iiünistry, The administrativo porsonnol camo from she Prussian 
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acninistration and tho. oxocutivo personnel from the Prussian Gonoral Police. 
7 1 r >. ^" 

I believe that there was a wrong impression given to the outside, duo to th 


fact that in order teo aid tho unomploymont within the SA and SS » mombers of th 
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24 AN SS were takem into lower Joos in the Gestapo, just as they wore taken 
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into all other administrativo or official posts, 

Q Jas tho reason forthis usage of personnel the fact that now the wor} 
of tho SA and SS had censed? 

à I already stated that it was tho torrific unemployment within that 
was tho main reason for tho hiring of these persons in order to aid them or 
in order to relieve the huge unemployment, That was the opinion of both 
kool; and the government circles and that is why, whenever any of the lower 
posts became vacant, that wo saw to it that mombors of the SA or SS received 
these positionse 


What did you, as SS Leader and State Secretary in the Prussian 


Q 
Ministry of tho Interior, hear about the occurrences on tho 30th of June 1934 
Did you beliove that it was mufBdor or did you believe that in order to executi 
criminal clemonts the State had acted very subtly and decisively? 

i On the morning of tho 30th of Juno I came to my office without 
having known anything about tho occurrencos or the preparations. it that 


timo my Police Chief Daluogo told me that ioohm had planned a putsch aw that 
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Hitler, as Chicf cf the Party and also as President of the Stato 9 hac put 
hinself in charge of throving dowm or of preventing this putsch and th 
Gocring was in charge of the Berlin Area at that tinc. He also told me that 
the Si Gpujenfuchrors Heines, Ernst and von Hoidebreek had been oxocutoc 
after a regular court martial proceccing according: to Party iortial Low 
Decrees. I immediately wont to Goering to receive nore details. Gcorinc 
verified the report cf Daluege and ho also told me that Roohn and other Si. 
G uppenfuchrers had been executed. Ho also tole ne that Genoral Schleicher 
and his wife had bce: shot duc tc resistin; arrest. It was on act of hich 
treason and evidently Roehm and other S4 Gru»b»onfuchrors had conspired to 
overthrow Hitler and to create a Peoples! roy.. I was at the beginning very 


. 


surprised concerning this explanation since I had so su ccessfully worked to- 
cether with RNochm in 1933 and the beginning of 1934. However I bocciuo 
thou; ntful when I remembered some chance rc arks, for instance like that of 
Gru>yenfuchrer Ernst concerning the fact that tho Si would have to be in 
charge of the highest military positions. i also had not hac any close 
relations with “cchm in the last fov months since he hac boconc tciclsninister 
without portfolio and for liaison SA Grupponfuchror von Detten vas activo -== 
a man whom I knew personally very woll fron i y home. Goerins told me tc 
return to the Linistry of the Interior and avait furthcr orders thers just 
in casc that it would be necessary to uso tho Orcor Policc,. In the aftcre 
nocn at 2:00 o'clock he called me, te ding me that the putsch had been 
prevontec and that law and order had been roturnoc, I was infcoruoc in detail 
that evoning by my soction chichesceee 

CAPL.IN TUBRIDY: May I ask, Dr, Pelckaann, how you intend to have 
this testimony prove non-crininal acts of tha 88? It scons ho is siving a 
personal history in connocticn with this past history cf tho SA and while it 
is very interesting I don't sco where it is really helpin; us here, 

Re PELCKMANN: One of tho nain points of the Prosecution acainst thc 
3o is the shooting of the Rochm Putsch norni»ors on the 30th of Juno and the 
following cays. In the speech of the 19th of December tho Pros socution stated 


quite gencrally that after 1933 it was the duty of the SS to prevent and to ex- 


tcriminate any interior cnomics. I want to point out through this witness that 
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even in such a very hich state position ho boliovos that it vas a recular act 

of the State and its executives an^? that of tho SS. I vant also to state, as 

far as the actual oxecution was concerned, a witness has been approved by 

the cozziíssion anc he will be called in tho noxt fow days. But this witness 

is oxplainin: the happonin:s fron a different point cf viow -- that is, what 
the high sovernmental and SS officials know about thc criminality or non= 

criminality of these occurrences. 

LT. HARRIS: Tho Indictment charcos the leaders of tho Hazi State 
with conspi ;, to commit crines and whothor murders wore carried cut at the 
dirccticn of the -fficials of the Stato who are nder indictnent here or by 
other persons is wholly immaterial. it certain is admitted that Gocrine 
and Hitler Circctod that these murders bo connistod and that tho killin:s were 
plannod murders. it seons to me the only question is whether tho SS is an 
cr5;2nization that participated in the carryin: cut of the mur crs, 

CLPTAIN TUBRIDYs: Dre Polclaann, lot us nct burden the record with 
these disarroonoents, in thc first place wo nicht olininato the personal 
dotails that he rivos in conncetion with these various thines that cecurred 
at that tinc, Couldn't you have hin direct his testincny nore to cisproving 
whet has toon charged by the Prosecution rather than this nore or loss 

istorical narrative testimony wo have been rottin;? 

Dii. PEICKIIANN: No, I cannot. t is not possible for nc to limit 
the witness's testimony, what ho is soins: to Say, to that cxtent because it 
through these statenents of the witness, which aro nots tatemeni 
Ay or for the main criminals who have been proved to have deen behind these 
murders, but he is making this testinony for tho Or anization which is suppc sex 
to have carried them out, Under the word "murder" we understand a willful 
killing against thc law and I want to prove that even in the Ministry there 
was no indication that these murders wore arainst tho law but rather within 
and according to law. With that testimony I want to prove that the large 
masses of the SS did not know tho backcround and the real reasons behine these 


inrcers and therefore could not know that they were actually murders and agains 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: All right, We will continuc to lot the witness 
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testify. 
BY DR. PELOKUANN 

Q iWitness, you stated that you had recoivod tho order to remain in the 
Iinistry of the Interior to await further ordors, Please continuo, 

A I also stated that my ifinisterial Director and Chicf of iy Police 
cano to ne that sane evening and he told me that the Resular-SS hac been 
nobilizod in all of Prussia in military barracks, where those were 2 vailable 
anc. also in police barracks but without any weapons and without having gone 
into actione The executions, accor’in; to hin, were carried out by tho 
Leibstandarte both in Bo lin and in iiunich,. The noxt day the truth icaked 
out that more »ersons hac been shot than I hac heard of, Various coverment 
presidents told me the next day that various stato attornics hac started 
procecdinzs arainst unknovm murderers e On the 3rd of July that famous 
Gooroc was issued accorcing to wnich some of the shootincs which were carried 
out outside of the so-called State necessity or State Martial Law at that 
ime were explained and justificd, L con't romember the exact worcing of the 
decree so I can five only my zeneral impression. I remember at the timo that 
this order was issucd Hitler made a speech in which he declared that the 
crines which hac bocen committed under the cover of this action vould be 
punished by the resular courts. I knew that the ifinister of Justice was 
conccrnins hinsclf with this action and also that duc to the fact that two voi 
close co-workers of the Reichs Chancellor von rapen had been shot at that tinc 
I supposed that hc too would sce that this was carricd out; I, as a person 
who dic not have any direct jurisdiction concerning this caso, cic. not concer: 
mysclf any more. 

Q Do you also remember that Hitler stated about the sano time, I bolic 


it was in the same speech, that the revolution was now finished? 
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i I do nct remember or know about that but 
tho fact that the three SA Gpuppenfuchrers who had caused me the nost 
troublo within Prussia, that is Hoinos, Ernst and von Hoidebreck, that 
was very clad that they wore nct anon; the Living any morce 


d Do you know or would you say whether or not tho cutics of tho S4 and 


SS now left the rev. lution natters and turncc its attention to other mattcrs? 
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A After the 30th of June the Chief President (Ober-Prosidont) under ny 
acministration in Hanover, Lutzo, was nado Chief of Staff of tho SA. At 
the same time the 55 was taken out fron the SA and put under tho ccuxnd cf 
Hirmler and the motor squads of tho SA were put on an equal basis with the SS 
under the Leader Huchnloin and becane knorm as the NSKK. I was very sorry 
at tho time because I had known Lutzo and his work for a lon: tino and I 
thought that he would have been able to take care of these orcanizations 
hinself to the best interest of the Reich. The rcason for tho ^issclution 
of this one unit into threo smaller ones was, in ny opinion, the fact that 
Hitler wanted to remove tho powor of the once powerful S4 fron one leadership. 
He wanted to divide its power as he dic lator on, again and again, 
Q Witness, ploasc make it shorter ani tcll me what now wero tho roals 
and cuties of the crranizations of tho party, especially of the SS and Sie 
LT. HikRIS: Just a minute. l an coing to object that this witness 
is rather inclinsd to take a long tino in his answers. I don't think we are 
concerned here with the zoals and objectives cf all the sections of the Party. 
We are concerned vit. the SS, 
Dit. FLLCKUANN: I meant, of course, the SA and SS and of course 
also said that by saying especially of the SS and SA. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Hasn't this beon covered before, Dre Polclmann? 
Di. FEICKIANN: No, I don't think sc, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I believe a day and a half were spent on tho 
goals and activities by Dr. Koossl, when we first boran these proccedinrs,. 
Di, PEIOKiAnNH: Not as far as tho Allsomeine or Regular-SS was 
concornoce 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you make it brief, please? 
BY DR, PELOKiANN 
P o? was the duty then of the SS to solve the duties riven the Racial 
and S,ttLlement Sections of the sovermient, that is, to bring about a solution 
to the settlement question by a re=scttlenent of population from the city to 
the country and to solve the racial question 92 y creatine a racial corps that 
was supposed to take care of this settlement. For that reason there was 


close coopcration between the SS and the peasant leaders for which reason some 
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peasant loaders were mace honorary SS members anc some farminre o:ports were 
given tho posts of porters among tho S5 units, 

Q What other meason did you have at that time not to consider thc SS 
a criminal organization but just an clite of all occupations which just could 
not be acrininal orzanizat on? 

A Himmler at that time namec a large number of men from industry, 
scicnce, goverment and medical circles as honorary SS leaders without re- 
garding their political activity or mombership oat the present, only consider- 
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int their occupational activity. Tho main differences at that tine between 
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hin anc tho leaders of tho other orvanizations was that ne considered tho 
m : * rie * . wn ale nol. , ‘ - * 5 4- 1 - ` - wt 
socials tanding of these necple very important ond also that he created 
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int for instance dueling and so one 


(The Commissinn adjourned until 1 July 1956 at 1900 h-urs,) 


The foregoing is a truc and correct script of the testinony of 


UTLIDTO CDI dw o h^ 
LUDWIG GhavErT, taken on 29 June 1946, 
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